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PEOPLE'S PARLIAMENT, ALWAYS IN SESSION

IIT Bhubaneswar commences New Academic Year

STATESMANNEWSSERV-
ICE
BHUBANESWAR, 20 AUGLST:

Indian Institute of Tech-
nology Bhubaneswarcom-
menced the classes for the
new academic year for its
on-rollstudentsand for the
new Postgradunte smdents
(M. Tech, MSc and Ph.D
students) amidst Covid- 19
pandemic,

All the classes are now
being conducied by live
streamingofdassesto their
homes without the physi-
cal presence of students in
the campus.

That is, the present
semester hasstarted almost

on time, with only a delay
ofthreeweels compared o
the normal of non-pan-
demic situation. The stu-
dents will be brought to
the campus through an
S0P as the situation
improves and permits.
Prof R V Raja Kumar
Director said, “we could
stirt thenew academic year
ontimeand weare nowleft
with the only challenge of
commencing the classes
forfresh and 2020-21 batch
ofBTech students. Now that
JEE Mains and JEE
Advanced ) examinations are
scheduled for (01 - 06) and
27th of September 2020,
respectively, wewill beable

o admit the students, and
cammence their classes
after acoupleof monthsand
save the academic year of
the Blech fresher’s”

Itis certainly feasibleto
copeupwiththe pandem-
ic and reduce the risks by
beingconscous and bytak-
ing the precautions to give
a right opportunities for
our youth”,

Speaking on the effec-
tivenessoftheonline mode
of education, Prof Kumar
said, “the pandemicforced
us to start the new aca-
demicyear throughon-line
mode. b has some drnw-
backs and some advan-
tages too,

At IIT Bhubaneswar |
have personally addressed
the faculty and advised
them to do effective on-
lineteach ing, maintainthe
‘connect” and ineraction by
adopting the best practices,
own innovative practices
and some experimenta-
tion, in theonlinemode, he
said. Right problem solving
assignments with feedback
to students which can be
doneonlineis important for
participatory leaming, he
added.

Thehands-onforthelab-
omtory pant will be done
onoe the smdents retum o
the campus. But some con-
current on-ling borawry

trainingmo willbe provided
nowitselfalongsidethethe-
orydasses, sothattherlsim-
ingisnot dfected dueto the
delayedlabomtorypractice.
Dr Pravas K Sahu, Dean
{Academic) said, “IIT
Bhubaneswar completed
itseducationof the last aca-
demic year without any
compromises and timely
by live streaming of class-
es, conducting remaining
laboratory classes and the-
sis work by online means,
conducting conventional
examinaionsbycreatingand
adopting auniqueand very
innovativeon-linemethod
for all of its students, despite
the Covid-19 pandemic”,
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